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ANILCA ...

From Page 6

Conservationisis attending
the conference, which included
a speech trom former President
Carter, respended with similar
entraaties.

Bill Meadows, president of
The Wilderness Society based
in Washington, D.C., said
Alaska Native and rural support
is critical to keeping ANWR
and other parks and refuges
ciosed to development.

“I believe it’s critical that we
link arms nationally and locally

with the people who live in

these communities,” he said.
“That’s when we win elections
and we win votes.”

Alaska Natives from Arctic
villages such as Fort Yukon,
Nuigsut and Gambell spoke
passionately, even poetically,
about the consequences of
global warming. The shiinking
ice pack is limiting the whaling
season and allowing the ocean
to erode comumunities once pro-
tected by an ice shield.

Nuigsut Mayor Rosemary
Ahtuangaruak said nearby oil
developments at Prudhoe Bay
have altered the routes of
‘migrating caribou and dis-

" wrbed subsistence hunting.

“These changes change us —
how we live, how we survive,
who we are,” she said.

Efforts to strengthen the rela-
rionship between the Native
and environmental communi-
ries  will continue at an
Anchorage meeting Aug. 1 and
2. It’s being organized in part
by Vernita Herdman, the Native
liaison for the Anchorage office
of The Wilderness Society.

The partnership has waxed
and waned as both sides have
struggled against philosophical
differences that pit recreational
desires over subsistence needs,
Herdman said.

Burt there also has been suc-
cessful collaboration, she said.
A unified voice, for example,
helped Native elder Katie John
win crucial legal victories over
the state to uphold subsistence
fishing rights on federal waters.

It’s time both communities
work together again, she said.
With the state ramping up

development plans for mineral
extraction and offshore oil
development, and continuing to
fight the rural subsistence pri-
ority, ANILCA's safeguards are
in no way guaranteed.

“My main goal is to put trib-
al leaders and the conservation
community under one roof,
because when that happens,
good things come out,” she
said.

Rob Sr.apletom‘Arcic Sounder
Rosemary Ahtuangaruak, for-
mer Mayor of the City of
Nuigsut, spoke at an ANILCA

plenary  session  called,
“Protecting Arctic Landscapes:
Strategies for Qur Time.”



